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HEPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Ddegates  of  Maryland: 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  was  c")nficled  the  duty  of 
visiting  the  Maryland  Insane  Asylum,  at  Spring  Grove,  and 
of  reporting  thereon,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  on  the  loth. 
instant,  they  visited  that  institution,  and  carefully  inspected 
the  same,  and  propose  now  to  give,  in  the  detail,  which  the 
importance  of  the  subject  demands,  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiries. 

In  1852,  the  State  was  the  owner  of  the  Maryland 
Hospital,  situated  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  devoted  ex- 
clusirely  to  the  care  and  cure  of  the  insane.  By  the  growth 
of  the  State  in  population,  and  the  more  than  proportionate 
increase  of  insanity,  the  institution  had  become  inadequate 
in  extent  to  the  wants  of  the  State  in  the  care  of  its  untorta- 
nates,  and  from  its  antiquated  and  imperfect  arrangements 
it  was  incapable  of  being  applied  to  the  improved  methods 
of  treatment  which  enlightened  modern  science  ha«l  de- 
veloped and  applied  to  the  cure  of  the  insane. 

Stimulated  by  these  considerations,  a  number  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  foremost  among  whom  was  our  philan- 
thropic fellow  citizen,  Dr.  Richard  S.  Stewart,  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
and  were  happily  aided  in  their  efforts  by  thai  powerful  ad- 
vocacy of  Miss  Dix,  of  New  York,  who  spent  the  winter -at 
Annapolis  in  the  advocacy  of  a  cause  to  which  she  has 
devoted  her  life  and  her  talents. 

The  result  of  this  movement  was  the  passage  of  the  Act 
of  1852.  chapter  302,  by  which  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed "to  select  and  purchase  a  tract  of  land  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  acres,  nor  more  than  three  hundred,  easilj' 
accessible,  by  some  one  of  the  principal  avenues  of  travel,  ia 
a  healthy  situation,  and  well  supplied  with  water;  the  said 
tract  not  to  cost  the  State  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars." 

The  Commissioners  were  then  required  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  the  erection  of  a  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  on  said  tract  of 


land,  cnmbinin<:;  nil  the  recent  improvements  in  such  institu- 
tions, and  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate,  properly,  not 
less  than  two  liundicd,  nor  more  tlian  two  hundred  and  fifty 
patierifs,  and  pr.icecd  to  cim  nenoe  the  ere  'tion  of  tiio  said 
Hospital,  and  proceed  with  the  erection  t^iereof  as  rapidly  as 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  from  time 
to  time,  would  permit. 

Your  Committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  ex- 
tended reference  to  the  early  history  of  this  institution,  and 
to  the  Act  of  1852,  under  which  it  was  begun,  because  that 
Act  constitutes  the  letter  of  instructions  which  the  State  gave 
to  her  agents,  \hc  Commissioners,  and  the  duty  which  your 
Committee  understand  thernsfdves  to  be  (^larged  with,  con- 
sists, in  large  part,  of  the  inquiry  whether  the  Commission- 
ers then  appointed,  and  those  who  have  subsequently  suc- 
ceeded them  in  office,  have,  in  fact,  faithfully  executed  the 
duty  the  State  imp'  sed  upon  thnm. 

-These  obligations,  and  the  way  in  which  they  have  been 
discharo-ed,  your  Committee  will  fiist  proceed  to  consider, 
and  will  then  review  the  conduct  of  the  President  and  Visi- 
tors of  the  Maryland  Hospital  in  reference  to  the  mode  in 
which  they,  as  substituted  agents  for  the  Commissioners, 
have  discharged  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  Act  of 
1870,  chap.  208. 

Reviewino'  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  prescribed  in  the  Act  of   I8r'2,  yonr  Commit- 
tee have  first   to  consider  the  suitableness  of  the  site  pur- 
■  chased  for  the  building 

This  consists  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
acres  and  a  half  of  land,  situated  near  the  village  of  Catons- 
ville,  in  Baltimore  county,  about  seven  miles  from  the  City 
-cvf  Baltimore.  It  is  six  hundred  feet  above  tide- water,  is 
healthy  in  the  highest  degree,  and  is  well- watered.  The 
land,  though  not  fertile,  is  easily  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment, and  is  advantageously  distributed  between  wooded 
land,  for  shaded  walks  and  [deasure  grounds  for  the  patients, 
and  open  ground  for  garden  uses,  and  for  affording  field  for 
the  labor  of  those  patients  fur  whose  care  labor  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  treatment. 

This  site,  as  purchased  in  1852,  gratified  the  requirement! 
'Of  the  Act  as  to  accessibility,  by  being  situated  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Frederick  Turnpike  Road  ,  but  it  is  since  approach- 
able by  a  horse  railway,  which  passes  along  the  turnpike, 
and  by  a  judicious  exchange  of  land,  and  the  opening  of  a 
new'^r'oad,  it  is  brought  within  a  short  ride  of  the  Relay 
House  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  which  practically 
thus  make  it  easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  S^ate.  A 
further  improvement,  in  the  form  of  a  narrow-gauge  railroad, 
is  also  about  to  be  made  along  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the 


propei't}^  so  that,  ia  point  of  accessiijility,  nothing  is  left  to 
be  desired.  In  size,  it  was  required  to  be  not  less  than  one 
hundred,  nor  more  than  three  handi-ed  acres,  and  ii'is,  ia 
fact,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  and  a  half. 

The  cost  to  the  State  was  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  its  whole  cost  was  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  of  which, 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore  {)aid  |12,340,  and  the  8tate  $1,660. 

The  judiciousness  of  the  expenditure  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  fact  that,  whilst  it  cost  biu  $103  per  acre,  a  part  of  it 
would  niiw  reatlily  sell  for  $1,000  pei-  acre,  and  the  average 
value  of  the  wlnde,  estimated  by  the  value  of  adjoining  and 
neighboring  lands,  is'n'>t  less  than  $500  per  acre^  In  addi- 
tion to  these  material  values,  it  [)o.s,ses.ses,  for  the  peculiar 
object  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  the  extent,  variety  and 
beauty  of  prospect  which  the  best  teaching  upon  the  subject 
ex-icts  that  no  Hos(>ital  for  the  Insane  should  be  without. 
From  every  part  of  the  building  which  now  occupies  it  an  ex- 
tended landscape  view  is  to  he  had,  and  witliiu  its  own  lim- 
its the  ct)nrour  of  the  ground  admits  of  the  most  picturesque 
improvement;  so  that  when  the  improvements  come  to  be 
made  by  the  labor  of  the  woiking  patients  the  spot  will  be 
one  of  unsurpassed  beauty. 

In  regard  to  the  situation  of    the  Institution,  then,  your. 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  choice  of  site  has  been  ju- 
diciously made.     In  considering  the    plan    of  the  building, 
which  your  Committee  ni)sr  proC':!ed  to  r  -port  upon,  it  is  not 
expected  that  they  can  bring  to  the  c onsi  leration  of  the  sub- 
ject the  knowledge  of  its  details,  which   only  long  study  and 
patient  intercourse   with  the   insane    have   enabled  a  special 
class  to  acquire.     It  is  very  certain  that  enlightened  science, 
promf)ted   by  a  sound  philanthropy,  has   worked  a  total  rev- 
olution in  the  treatment  and   cure  of  the  insane.      Hospitals 
are  no  longer  prisons,  and  bolts  and  chains,  with  the  accom- 
panying discipline  of  the   striigh  -jack  c  ,:n[    sho'.t/er-bath, 
have  given  way  to  the  gentler,  but  in  >.e  efficient  agencies  of 
books  and  music,  and  recreative    games,  ani  generous    diet, 
and  healtiiful  open  air  exercise,  all   enjo.  ed  under  the  ever- 
watchful  presence  of   skilled  attendants   who  can  control,  by 
leading,  tne  distracted  mind.      For  the  profitahh^  application 
of  these  moral  agencies,  liberal  space  and   abundantly  multi- 
plied comforts  are  essential,  and  it  must  have  been  in  view  of 
these  requirements  that  the  Legislature  of  1852,  commanded 
that  the  pn  jected  Hospital  should  combine  all  the  recent  im- 
provements in   such  institutions,  and  be   of  sufficient  size  to 
accommodate,  projperly ,  not  less  than  two  hundred,  nor  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients. 

From  the  best  lights  your  Committee  have  been  able  to 
acquire,  these  limits  have,  in  no  respect,   been    transcended. 


The  building,  though  of  great  apparent  extent,  is  fitted  to 
accommodate,  properly,  onlj  abimt  two  hundred  and  fi''ty 
patients.  More  may  be  crow(led  into  it,  bnt  it  will  be  at  the 
expense  of  some  part  of  that  new  and  improved  regime  of 
cure  which  the  Act  of  1852  speaks  of  under  the  designatioQ 
of  "recent  improvements." 

In  its  i)lan  it  seems  to  embrace  all  needful  arrangements 
for  warming, '  ventilating  and  lighting  it^  passages  and 
rooms;  proper  provisions  for  securing  the  cleanlincHs  of  the 
patients,  and  for  ttieir  comfortable  lod«jing  and  boarding; 
rooms  for  social  intercourse,  for  reading  and  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  such  innocent  recreations  as  may  be  prescribed  lor 
them^  and,  generally,  all  the  appliances  necessary  for  the 
enjoyment  of  what  must  be  made  to  them  a  comfortable 
home.  But,  in  measuring  the  extent  of  room  necessary  for 
all  this,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  largely  increased 
by  the  number  of  attendants  required  to  take  care  of  so  many 
patients. 

These,  as  we  learn,  may  be  rated  at  not  less  than  one  at- 
tendant for  four  patients,  exclusive  of  the  number  of  cooks 
and  house  servants  otherwise  needful  for  the  like  number. 
In  thus  referring  to  the  plan  of  the  building,  as  embracing 
these  various  objects,  your  Committee  f«el  bound  to  say  that 
it  has  been  executed,  as  far  as  completed,  in  perfect  plainness 
of  style  and  with  no  waste  of  money  upon  ornamentation. 

The  whole  building  within  and  without  is  as  plain  in  its 
architecture  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it.  It  is  built  of 
massive  rough  cut  granite,  necessarily  hauled  by  wagons 
from  the  quarries  of  the  Patapsco,  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles. 

To  gire  some  idea  of  the  extent  and  maseiveness  of  the 
structure,  your  Committee  will  give  here  some  of  the  details 
•which  were  elicited  by  their  enquiries,  and  can  easily  be  ap- 
proximately verified  l3y  any  one  by  ft  general  inspection. 

The  building  girths  2,209  feet,  and  stands  in  a  space  of 
520  feet  by  2a 0  feet,  occupying  within  these  lines  an  area  of 
seven-eighths  of  an  acre,  and  having  in  its  floors  (which  are 
four  in  the  centre,  or  main  building,  and  three  in  the  two 
■wings)  about  two  acres  and  a  half  of  flooring. 

When  completed  the  building  will  have  five  towers,  not 
huilt  for  ornament,  but  to  serve  as  receptacles  for  water 
tanks  in  their  upper  story,  and  for  ventilating  shafts.  The 
main  building,  exclusive  of  the  boiler-kouse  and  the  gas- 
house,  which  are  separate,  contain  110,000  square  feet  of 
dressed  granite  ashlar,  besides  sills,  band  coarses,  lintels 
and  other  dressed  work,  which,  if  measured  in  square  feet, 
■would  bring  the  total,  in  round  numbers,  to  150,000  square 
feet  of  ashlar. 


The  ashlar  is  backed  witli  good  rubble  stooe  work  and 
cased  vrith  a  four-inch  thick  wall  of  hard  brick.  All  the  in- 
terior divisions  are  of  brick,  and  the  main  division  walls  are 
all  22  inches  thick,  so  as  to  contain  a  series  of  air  flues,  each 
8  bj  14  inches,  four  inches  apart.  Except  in  that  part  of 
the  north  wing,  which  "wa»  first  built,  the  entire  work  is  laid 
in  hydraulic  cement. 

There  are  in  the  whole  hospital  2,224,000  cubic  feet  of 
space.  The  amount  of  masonry  in  the  buildino;  will  exceed 
18,000  perches,  and  the  number  of  bricks  six  millions.  The 
entire  building  is  covered  with  slate  roofing,  and  along  the 
comb  of  the  roof  there  is  a  narrow  flat,  with  balustrade  on 
each  side,  forming  a  gallery  for  constant  inspection  and  re- 
pair of  the  roof.  The  boiler-house  is  a  sti)ne  and  brick 
building  40  by  80  feet,  distant  180  feet  from  the  hospital, 
having  two  high  stories,  the  lower  of  which  is  occupied  by 
the  steam  boilers  and  the  upper  by  the  laundry.  In  this 
house,  steam  is  made  to  heat  the  entire  establishment,  and 
passes  by  pipes,  through  an  underground  tunnel,  to  coils  of 
pipe  placed  in  air  chambers  in  the  cellar,  from  which  cham- 
bers the  heated  air  is  distributed  by  flues  through  the  build- 

IDg-  ...  .  .  ■ 

The  illumination  of  the  whole  establishment  is  by  gas, 
made  by  Butler's  apparatus  in  a  building  especially  put  np 
for  the  purpose,  with  all  the  necessary  adjuncts,  standing 
about  300  feet  ia  the  rear  of  th«  boiler-house.  The  storage 
of  gas  is  equal  to  12,000  feet  of  city  gas. 

These  details  have  been  gone  into,  and  spread  before  you 
with  more  than  usual  particularity,  because  the  State  hav- 
ing appropriated  large  sums  of  money,  since  1852,  to  the 
construction  of  this  hospital,  it  is  due  to  the  people  to  show, 
in  what  way,  they  have  been  expended,  and  whether  the 
State  has  received  an  equivalent  therefor. 

To  this  part  of  the  subject  your  Committee  will  now  ad- 
dress themselves.  The  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
are  as  follows : 

In  1852,  chapter  302 $10,000 

"  1856,        "       348 15,000 

"  1858,        *'       179 50,000 

"  1860.        "       264... 100,000 

*'  1862,       "       270 10,000 

♦'  1864,        "       213 175,000 

Total $360,000 

Making  an  aggregate  of  $360,000,  To  this  sum  we  have 
to  add  the  $123,000  received  from  Mr.  Hopkins,  on  accouat 
-of  the  old   Maryland  Hospital  property,  making  the  total 


Bum  rrceived  from  all  Boiircefs,  $483,000.     We  proceed  to  fitate 
now,  how,  and  when  this  money  was  expended : 

In  1852,  the  land  was  paid  for  hv  the  State,  to 

theextentof. ". $1,660  00 

And  in  that  year  and  in  1853,  the  old  bnildinf; 
on  the  site  was  removed,  and  the  p:rnnnd 
graded  and  levelled,  to  admit  uf  a  building 
600  feet  by  HOO  feet,  the  labor  costing 7,116  1i 

In '1857,  the  fonndntion  of  the  north  wing  was 
commenced,  along  sections  A  and  B,  and  ma- 
sonry, &c.,  done  to  the  amount  of 12,623  40 

In  1858,  the  foundation  of  sections  C,  D  and  E 
were  commpn'ed,  and  the  north  wing  carried 
up  to  roofing,  at  a  cost  of 38,444  26 

In  1859,  continuing  carpenter's  work  and  other 

other  vvfwk  on  north  wing ; 12,457  02 

In  1H60,  finishing  rarpenter's  work  of  the  north 
wing,  plastering  tlie  same,  first  coats  of  paint, 
digging  foundations  for  centre  and  for  s^uth 
"wing,  also  bnildirig  centre  buibiins:  to  top 
of  second  story,  and  south  wing  to  first  floor^ 
finishing  towers  of  north  wings 57,874  51) 

$130,176  03 

Balance  paid  on  above  work  in  1861 16,037  15 

'^  ''  "         ''  1862.....    19,719  93 

Total $165,933  11 

These  expenditures  are  distributable  in  round  number*, 

among  the  following  items,  and  in  the  following  approximate 

proportions : 

Land $1,660  00 

Carpenter's  work  and  lumber 42.000  00 

Stone  and  brick  work 93  000  00 

Digging  and  labor 12,000  00 

Iron  work  and  hardware 4.000  00 

Plastering 6,000  00 

Slating  roofs 3.000  CTO 

Sundries,  as  painting,  hauling,  &c 4,000  00 

Total |165,660  00 

The  work  was  then  suspended,  by  the  war  and  the  conse- 
quent high  prices  of  labor  and  material,  till  1868,  when  it  was 
recommenced  and  carried  on  to  the  amount  ot  $275,232  61. 

This  expenditure  is  distributable,  approximately,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Stone  and  brickwork $130,500  00 

Carpenter's  vv-ork  and  lumbyr 39,000  00 
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All  plumbing,  bringing  in  water,  engine,  wasb 
rooms,  kitchen   for  Inebriate   Asylum,  steam 

beating  and  gas  of  north  wing 69,000  00 

Iron  work  and  hardware 5  000  00 

Painting,  &c., 7,000  09 

Digging  and  labor, 1,200  00 

Roofing 2,000  00 

Plastering, 1.000  00 

Other  bills,  commissions,  &c., 10.000  00 

Total , $275,500  00 

Besides  the  expenditures  before  noticed,  tbere  is  to  be  add- 
ed, for  partial  payments  made  on  the  contracts  of  1871,  the 
sum  of  $11,5<I0.  So  that  the  aggregate  of  cash  expended  has 
been  $451,005,72.  The  discrepency  betv>^een  this  sum  and 
the  sum  of  $483,000  shown  before  to  have  been  the  whole 
sums  appropriated  by  the  State,  and  that  received  from  the 
sale  of  the  Maryland  Hospital,  will  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  some  part  of  the  appropriation  by  the  State  was 
made  specially  for  the  protection  of  the  building  during  the 
suspension  of  the  work,  and  has  not  been  taken  notice  of  in 
the  construction  account,  and  by  the  fact  that  this  statement 
aims  only  at  approximate  accuracy,  all  the  vouchers  lor  any 
out  expenditure  being  carefully  preserved,  and  here  at  the 
command  of  the  Legislature. 

Having  thus  dis[)Osedof  the  subject  involving  the  resources 
heretofore  ar»plicable  to  the  building,  and  the  expenditure  of 
those  resources,  your  Committee  next  inquired  into  the  suna 
necessary  fully  to  complete  the  institution  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  of  1852. 

For  this  information,  as  well  as  for  a  great  part  of  that 
which  is  hereinbefore  given,  your  Committee  have  h^d  to  rely 
upon  the  statements  made  by  the  President  and  Yisitors  of 
the  Maryland  Hospital,  to  whom  the  State,  by  the  Act  of 
1870,  confided  the  completion  of  this  work,  as  to  a  body  of 
genilemen  of  the  highest  personal  worth,  chosen  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  who  perform  this  duty  fr  -m  motives  of 
philanthropy  alone,  and  have  no  personal  interest  in  the 
subject  beyond  that  which  belongs  to  the  claims  of  humanity. 
Nor  have  they  even  the  unconf^cious  bias  of  having  to  vindf- 
cate  these  expenditures,  for  they  have  been  made  altogether 
up  to  1870,  by  their  predecessors,  the  Commissioner**,  and 
they  have  only  done  that  jus  i  ice  to  those  gentlemen  which  a 
careful  review  of  their  proceedings  entitle.s  them  to. 

From  this  source,  your  Committee  are  inforBied  that  the 
sum  necessary  to  be  expended  will  be  as  follows  : 
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For  balance  of  debt  of  18G9,  and  interest ..$  20,000  00 

To  fulfill  contracts  made   for  the  completion  of 

the  building, ' 222,206  72 

Estimated  cost  of  accessory  items  necessary  for 

the  proper of  the  Institution, 37,250  00 

Architects'  commissions  unpaid, 12,000  00 

Estimated  average  interest  on  new  debt, 15,000  00 

Total   $306,456  72 

Add  amount  previously  appropriated, 483,000  00 

And  we  have  the  whole  cost  of  the  Hospital  to 

the  State, $789,456  72 

The  sum  thus  shown  to  be  the  cost  of  this  Flospital,  is  a 
large  one,  compared  with  the  appropriations  the  State  has 
been  accuRtomed  to  make  for  her  charities.  But  every  civil- 
ized government  has  cmsidered  the  subject  an  important 
one,  and  has  dealt  with  it  with  a  proportionate  liberality. 
We  may  illustrate  this  in  reference  to  the  expenditures  of 
some  of  our  sister  States,  in  the  matter  of  Hospitals  for  the 
Insane,  not  having  the  means  at  hand  to  give  a  list  of  the 
whole  of  them,  nor  even  the  whole  expenditures  in  such  as 
we  do  give: 

Pennsylvania  has  one  near  Philadelphia,  costing$l, 000, 000 

Another  at  Harrisbnrg,  costing 700,000 

The  United  States  has  one  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, costing 900.000 

New  Jersey  has  one  at  Trenton,  costing 900,000 

Massachusetts  has  3,  averaging  each  $500,000..   1.500,0  '0 

New  York  has  one  at  Utica,  costing 900,000 

"  "  Blackwell's  Island,  cost'g      800,000 

"  '•  on  the  North  river,  costing..   1,000.000 

Connecticut  has  one  at  Hartlord,  costing 500, OUO 

Virginia,  including  West  Virginia,  has  3,  cost'g  1,000.000 

California  lias  2,  costing 800,000 

Ohio  has  2,  costing 1,000,000 

With  a  little  researeh  this  list  could  doubtless  be  made 
larger,  but  enough  has  been  found  to  show  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  Maryland  in  this  behalf,  when  this  institution  shall 
be  completed,  will  not  be  out  of  proportion  to  that  in  other 
8ta  ^»s. 

your  Co.i.i.^ee  w'^^^  now  proceed  to  consider  the  only  re- 
maining matter  counecied  mxh.  this  Kuhject :  By  the  Act  of 
Assembly  of  1870  chapter  208,  the  President  and  Visitors  of 
the  Maryland  Hospital  were  directed  to  sell,  lease,  or  mort- 
gage that  property,  and  with  the  proceeds  fiist  pay  and  satisfy 
the  debts  which  had  been  contracted  in  the  erection  of  the 
Spring  Grove  Asylum,  and  then  with  the  residue  complete 
the  new  establishment. 
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This  legislation  was  evidently  passed  in  great  error  as  ta- 
how  much  was  due  on  the  Spring  Grove  property,  or  of  the 
value  of  the  Maryland  Hospital  property;  for  when  the- 
President  and  Visitors  came  to  perform  the  duty  thus  irapo.<e4 
npon  them,  they  found  that  the  largest  sum  they  could  realize 
from  t}ie  sale  of  the  property  of  the  Maryland  Hos{)ifHl  would 
little  more  than  siifiice  to  pay  the  debt  due  on  Spring  Gri>ve,, 
and  leave  ncthiui^  to  be  applied  to  its  completion.  Tliey 
deemed  it  thf-ir  duty,  however,  to  execute  the  act,  and  ihe- 
Mar.vland  Hospital  property  was  accordingly  sold.  As  some 
discontent  has  been  expressed  in  debate  on  this  subject,  your- 
Committee  deemed  it  proper  to  ask,  at  the  hands  of  the  said 
President  and  Visitors,  such  an  explanation  of  their  conduct 
in  this  behalf  as  would  enable  the  Legislature  to  judge  how- 
far  their  action  had  been  wise  and  discreet. 

From  thera  they  received  the  following  statement,  which 
is  submitted,  entire,  to  your  honorable  body: 

"The  necessity  of  the  case  demanded  that  the  property 
fihouLi  be  sold,  if  practicable,  for  cash,  or  on  such  credit  and 
with  such  security  as  would  have  enabled  the  President  and 
Visitors  to  convert  the  notes  received  into  cash  without  sacri- 
fice. A  mortgage  to  any  amount  which  would  have  been 
useful,  was  impracticable,  and  leases  of  the  ground  could 
only  be  pfFected  in  long  time,  and  gradually,  whilst  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  money  needed  was  iastant  and  pressing.  A 
sale  was  therefore  imperative,  and  was  determined  upon.. 
In  order  to  make  this  most  judiciously,  the  President  and 
Visitors  caused  the  plat  of  the  property  to  be  lithographed, 
and  to  show  to  purchasers  how  it  might  be  advantageously 
leased,  they  had  it  laid  off  into  lots  of  suitable  size  for 
building. 

''This  plat  was  ex'ensively  distributed,  among  property 
agents  and  supposed  buyers,  and  the  property  was  advertised' 
for  sale,  in  whole  or  in  parts,  for  one  month,  but  no  definite- 
bid  could  be  got  for  i'.  They  then  had  a  valuation  made  by 
competent  disintere.sted  persons,  of  the  value  of  the  whole,- 
based  upon  the  le^-sing  value  of  the  several  lots  composing  it, 
which  resulted  as  follows: 

"31  lots,  being  528  feet,  graded  and    paved,  on 

Monument  street,  at  |B6i- .' $35,200 

32  lots,   being  528  feet,   graded  and    paved,   on 

Jefi"erson  street,  at  §h6^ 35,200 

32  lots,  being  528  feet,  not  graded  nor  paved, 

onMcElderry  street,  at  $33i- 17, GOO 

32  lots,  being  528  feet,  not  graded  nor  paved, 

on  McJildeny  street,  at  $33^ 17,600 

12  lots,  being  200  feet,  not  graded  nor  paved, 

on  Eegister  street,  |3U 6,000 
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12  lots,  beino-  200  feet,  rot  graded  nor  paved, 

on  W..lf  si"reet,  at  $80 0,000 

12  lots,  bi-ing  "200  u-et,  not  graded  iiur  paveil, 

on  Aon  street,  at  $30 6,000 

175  lots  in  all,  milking  2,912  foot,  avera<xe  p- r 

foot  $44.50 $129,000 

Estimated  value  of  the  nuiteiials  in  tlie  old 
building,  after  deducting  co-t  of  taking 
doAvn,  cleaning  and  idling 20,000 

Total ....$149,600 

"  F"rtified  with  tins  estimate  of  value,  the  pro])erty  wag 
offered  t'>  Mr.  Hopkins  at  $150,000,  as  a  suitable  site  for  his 
proposed  Hospital.  At  first  he  d!-cdined  to  buy  altogether, 
stating  his  purpose  to  put  his  institution  on  some  part  of  liis 
beautiful  estate,  '  Clifton,'  but  leaving  the  choice  of  the  par- 
ticu'ar  site  to  his  Trustees  of  that  Hospital. 

"  He  was  then  assured  that  it  was  tj^f  unanimous  opinioa 
of  his  Tiu.stees,  that  bis  Hospital,  a  prominent  object  of 
which  was  to  render  immediate  relief  to  injured  workra'-n 
and  others,  would  be  better  placed  in  the  city,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  otht'i-  cities  was  laid  before  him.  After  some  reflec- 
tion he  said  $125,000  was  a  full  price  for  it;  but  being  told 
that  it  was  held  at  $i 50,000,  he  finally  agreed  to  give  that 
price,  if  the  State  wouhl  ratify  the  closing  of  the  streets 
throujih  it  by  the  City  Council.  Upon  this  ba.-.i-'  the  bargain 
\v«s  concluded;  he  paid  $125,000  in  cash.  $2,000  of  which 
was  applied  to  extinguish  an  out  tanding  lien  upon  the  pro- 
perty for  unpaid  purchase  money  upon  a  small  lot.  and  the 
residue,  $'23,000,  nas  been  applied,  under  the  A't  of  1870, 
to  the  Spring  Grrove  p'-operty.  The  remaining  $25,000  will 
be  paid  by  him  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  confirmiug  the 
ordinance  of  the  City  closing  the  strerts." 

Your  Committee  are  ot  opinion  that  this  plain  narrative 
of  the  fads  ought  to  be  considered  a  conclusive  answer  to  all 
objecti  ins  to  the  sale  of  the  Maryland  Hospital  [U'operty. 

In  relation  to  the  further  action  of  the  President  and  Visi- 
tors of  the  Maryland  Hospital,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
confided  to  them  by  the  Act  of  1870.  your  Committee  can 
only  refer  to  their  Report  to  this  L  ■gi>latnre,  in  which  they 
fully  set  out  all  they  have  done  and  their  reasons  therefor. 

As  the  summary  of  all  this,  your  Committee  report  the 
following  propositions  as  the  result,  of  their  visit  and  in- 
quiries : 

That  a  suitable  site  has  been  chosen  and  jjurchased,  and 
the  H'  spital  commenced  thereon,  in  capacity  and  f)lan  con- 
formable to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  1852,  chapter  302. 
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That  the  massive  and  extensive  building,  now  more  than 
two-thirds  completed,  ^ives  evident  assurance  that  the  niouey 
heretofore  ap[)ropriated  by  the  State,  and  that  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  Maryland  Hospital,  has  been  fairly  expended 
in  the  construf-tion  of  the  new  bnihling. 

rhat  to  make  this  large  expenditure  available,  and  to  pro- 
vide accommodation  for  the  State's  Insane,  who  must  other- 
wise be  without  an  Asylum,  the  Spring  Gr  ve  institution 
ought  to  be  forthwith  completed  ancl  the  inmates  of  the 
Maryland  Hospital  removed  thereto. 

Your  Committee  conceive  that  their  duty  has  now  been 
fully  discharged,  except  to  recommend  that,  up"n  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Report,  the  bill  be  passed  cnfirming  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Biltimore  closing 
the  streets  through  the  Maryland.  Hospital  grounds,  and  that 
the  other  subjects  of  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance  in  the  Senate,  and  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the 
House  of  Delegates,  to  carry  its  conclusions  into  effect  in  the 
way  most  conformable  to  the  fiscal  interests  of  the  State. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  WILLIAMS, 
JOHN  LEE  CARROLL, 

Committee  on  part  of  Senate. 

JAMES  L.  CLARK, 
W.  T.   MARKLAND, 
ALEX.  HARDCASTLE, 

Committee  on  part  of  House. 
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